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Thou haſt put gladneſs in my Heart , 


more than in the time, that their 


"Oy and Pleaſure are things fo tru- 
ly deſirable by all Mankind. fo 
agreeable to. the: frame, and firſt 

inclinations of humane nature, . that 
Religion uſually ſuffers from nothing 
more in the minds of Men:, than in 
being thought to be an enemy to them. 
They look upon it as a dry and fower 
task, a piece of ſullen and cloyſtered 
Devotion, that dooms Men to a black 
melancholy temper , and condemns 
therneo nothing but latingand miouri: 


+ © & 4 _ 


to. Cdnck — Glas: : As F; 2 
Mr could no ſooner engage in a ſtri& 
vertuous courſe, but he muſt preſent- 
ly renounce .his appetites, and divelt. 
himſelf of all the eaſe and comfort. of 
I | his Life. Such'are the ordinary ap- 
E prehenſic ions, which Men of looſe: and 
rejudic'd Minds have "of Relibion : . 
Fan which -nothing can be more ab- 

- furd and falſe, and more direaly op- 
polite to its Nature and Fenden 
whichis'to ennoble the Minds of M2r 
to advance our preſent intereſt , :and 
to inſtate us in perfe& peace , "both 
with God and our own Conſeer 
CES; 

It were no hard matter. to ſhew : 
that things rightly conſidered, Religr 
on is. no Enemy to- external pleaſure, | 
it ties us.up from nothing, but what 


eur own. Reaſon and: Intereſt ſhould 
reſtrain. 
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reftrain us fn? 'rowir!,” "lac? is <F 
they unmanly'} > 'or pernicious ,- - unbe- 
i coming the Dignity of our Natures, F 
tid deſtruQive both 'of our preſer 
| Wallfare; and our future! Happinef. 
<* In- all harmleſs and innocent ſatisfaQi- 
| ons , - that neither - intrench+ upon the 
[08 Hondir of God, 'nor'the Rights _ 


others, -nor our own peace and quiet,, 

| we have leave to pick-and chooſe, to 

l_ crop what delights we pleaſe ; ph 
*1'#. what wiſe and” reaſonable Man can 


defire more? Beſides; by obliging us 
to uſe lawful things according to. the 
meaſures of Temperance and Sobrie- 
ty, it gives the trueſt wg and reliſh. 
to them. 
Bur-my bufineks at preſent lies with. 
pleaſures of another. ſort, ſuch as are 3 
s Divine and Spiritual , and. ſeared in - = 
= the nobleſt. part. of Man, and which 4 


are 


x. 
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der the excellency of the pleaſures of 
R go" , above all the Delights*and 


Pleaſures of this World. 


SS) 
We ſhall begin with the Nature of 
this inward Joy and Pleaſure , 'by 
which I'do not mean, a natural gaiety 
and chearſulnefs of "Humour: . Or a 
few light and tranſient fits of- Mirth, 
nor Yet any ſtrone aud} 'confideny 
| Gori * Gods Eoveand Haveli 
or any 'rapturous tranſports, and fen- 
fible raviſhments of: -Joy', which how- 
ever in extraordinary cafes; 'they-may 
be granted to fome, are yet very fret 
in thoſe that- pretend moſt to thent , 
lictke fe , but the” quick and 'vipo- 
rous motions of the Animal Spirits ; 
tmpregfated by the force and power 
of a warm ative fangy. "Fhae which 
F here intend, is a folic and rational 
fatisfaftion of mind, in the goodneſs 
and ſoundneſs of a Man's eftate to- 
wards God, and: flows: a from 
the two things. ' 3g 


I. From 


BY (03. 

1, From a ſincere and regular dif. 
charge of our duty , which, brings its 
own. comfort and tranquility. along 
with-it : The Harmony of our Souls 
depends. upon -an even 'and. orderly 
courſe: of Piety, every violation - of 
our obedience makes a breach:-upon 
our peace, and ſets us back in the fa- 
vour of Heayen. All pleaſure is 
founded in- an agreeablenels between 
the Faculty - and the Obyjea : Now 
there is an eſſential and eternal congrui- 
ty between a realonable Soul and mo- 
ral: goodneſs ; which the more it- is 
cheriſhed, the nearer we return to our 
Natural and Original State. . All a&- 
ons of Nature are; very pleaſant and 
delightful, and 'certainly we never a& 
more agreeably to the right frame 
and conſtitution of '-our Souls, ' than 
when we purſue the defigns. of Ver- 
tue 


(2) 
tue and: Religion, when we are eare- 
ful to Love, Worlhip, Honour, and 
Obey our Maker ; to keep our Fa- 
culties in due Order and Decorum , 
to be juſt, kind, helpful, and benefi- 
- cial to Men: Hence. ſprings that con- 
” tentment and fatisfaction, that is lodg- 
ed in the minds of good Men, it be- _ 
ing as poſſible for the Sun-beams to 
| be without Light and Hear, as Ver- 
tue without an inward complacency 
-!', and ddipht. 2 
| - 2. This pleaſure lies in a chearful 
| reflexion upon a Mans innocency, 

and the integrity of his actions, when 

a Man dares look back upon what 

he has done, and knows that he has 

the teſtimony and approbation of Hea- 

ven on his fide, bearing witneſs-to'the 

vote and ſuffrage of his own conſe 
ence. And indeed what can pollibly | 
I 7 7. _ 


4,7 
adminiſter greater ſecurity and: ſatisf- 
&ion to a good Man, than the aſfu- 
rance that” he has ſincerely done' his 
duty,. and that he 'is, accepted wich 
God. If onr heart condemns 1s not , 
fays. the Ape" thar if. tither of 
Hypocific of kak, en Hive we 
confidence towards. God.” Upon fuch 
a review , a;caltnnef$, and* Joy. ovet- 
Ipreads the mind,” and a Man'is r& 
freſhed with the remembrance of his 
paſt Life. Which made the wiſer Hea 
thens ſay, . that Vertite was a reward 
't0 its {elf , and thar a: good Man 'al- 
ways carties. a Heaven in. his.own 
Boſome :  Nullz' re"rant Vetari files, 
{ fays Cicero J quam officiotnm meorins 
confcientia; | am refreſhed and ples- 
fed with nothing 'more, than the Con- 
Tience of having done' my duty: or 
x might have been rendred in thofe 


words 
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words of St. Pau T bis ts our  Tejgy- >Cor.ra 


cing, the reftimany of. af Conſcience , 
that in femplicity and god! Ser 4 


we have had our conver ation inthe 


World. And this will be farther c- 


vident, if we conſider, 


"What, | Religion has up- 


on. the..Joy and Pleaſure of a Man's 
mind, _— will clearly appear from 
theſe following inſtances. ; 


1. Religion reffores a Man. t0 che S 


race and favour of God, and al- 
"I him; that bus Sins .are pardoned, 
_ and: bs. peace made with leaven , 
that that 3s. 2 league. of fnicnd(hip 
between God. and him, that; his gran 


relſions. are . done, awa is and; | thar 


30d Will _— his ; no ag) | 
Than which, what tr 
Joy and comfore c can t oger es ” a 2 
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Man's/imind. If the reſpeds and kind: 
neſs 'of' a great Man, be fo highly 
valuable , and the ſmiles of a Prince 


Þ refreſhing, that as Solomon ſpeaks, 
Prov. 16.15 In the light of the King's Countenante 


there'is Life, and his favour i as the 


Cloud of the latter Rain. What 


pleaſure 'muſt it befor a Man to 
think, that he has the friendſhip and 
favour of the great King and Gate: 
nour of the Word In whoſe favour 


Pſalm 30. ..,- , . M's $35574% #5 
5.63.3 #* Life, yea, whoſe loving kindneſs is 
better than” Life it ſelf. So long as 


God is an Enemy, all within us miſt 
needs be either full of fears, or in a 
ſtate of War :- For Conſcience having 
relation to God', as its immediate 
Lord and Superiour, -cannot be kind 
and friendly ts thoſe that are "Trai- 
tors to Heaven, | 


P ff Oo 3 


i. 4 


(x SH 
"The: wiſe Creator of all. things, has 
ſo framed and contrived our Natures; 
that either joy or torment ſhall be 
our portion. according as- the caule 
goes within: "our own Breaſts. By | 
Sin we difpleaſe: the moſt delicate 
{enſe- of our minds, and by offering 
| violence to- the Laws of our duty, 
we preſently, fall out of our own fa- 
vour , as: well as God's.;. and are 
thereby expoſed to: the. ſharp laſhes 
of an injured . Conſcience. Guile 
is: naturally troubleſome. and uneaſie, 
ir frets and gauls the mind, and fills 
the . Soul with jealous: and dreadful 
thoughts 6f God; which .in deſpite of 
all the Arts and Shifts, that Men can- 
uſe, will ſtill purſue and haunt- them, - 
and prey-upon -"_ by.invifible fears. 
When.we have.dofe all- that. we can - 
ta-deceive' our keves, . we. cannot- al- 
ter* 


_ ah. 


(nu) 
2c! the nature 'of i: things Vice Kill | 
be' Vice, and Guile>will: beapt. to 
diſturb andawaken 'Conſcience:, and 
bad -Men will | be afraid coodie;; and 
their Souls will-eremble Ac the” appre> 
henſtons of a'day:of doom: <Epien- 
rw thought ; te had':fatficiently f6ou- 
red" the' enjoyment iof this-pleatures'; 
and fortified himſelf aſſt the affaulrs 
of-- inquictudes Ant fears when he hat - 
diſcharged the Juſtitc/and: \ Providance 
of Gt. and had'done whar' was: poſ- 
(ſible, £0 baniſh the forte (6E:Retigh 
on, and cheibelicf of's fucure7Mare 

out - of the i indsof Men © on 

' Bar fer us ſee howhe himfdlf fac- 

| ceeded! m* this affiir, The: Philoſo- 
mcqnpen pher inf” Tilly ;" gives'vs this account 
 cemuetinends of hin ; *'T never: w ay pac fays he, 


off ne degaret, th- 


Ee9ite who wat" more Mibid"\af" thoſe wry 


Cans a. rhings,” whith' be bjmſelf" affirmed were 


not 


(8). | 

208. t6. be feared, to. wit, Death, aud 

the vengeance of the:G ods. And ano- 

ther of \theif; VWiriters. tells ;us of him, 2/4 * 

that when Cited; to appear betore his 359475. 

Judges, he came with the moſt de- pi Deep 

jected: look;; and confuted his: fine in Ep 

Notigns/of mirth-:and : pleaſure ,, by» ws 

his own' ſad melancholy:Countenance. | 

Nothing: can, lay a firm. Foundation 

of true: caſe! and: quiet: to our minds, 

but the farisfaftion., that Cod s::0ur 

Friend, and that all ſtands clear. be- 

tween he and-us , :and nothing: can_.. 

etititle us to. that, 'but7a ſolid. Finns, 

an unfcigned Repentance tor: what is 

paſt , and a- ſincere Retormation for 

.the furure courſe and. praitice; of, our 

Life. 12200 
;:24;. ad of Veins ink Rel 

gon ſubdues/vaw:inordinate. appetitds 

and vicighs: inclinations ,; .;which- ol | 


_ 
_ the great Fountains of inquietude and. 
trouble. Look upon a Man, that 
' has -broken looſe from the reſtraints 
of Sobriety and. Vertue, and aban- 
. doned himſelf to a Life of Debauche- 
ry and Senſuality, and you will find 
his Soul like a Foreſt of wild Beaſts, 
over-run with mutiny and diſorder; 
his. defires are -infinite , his paſſions 
furious and ungovernable , his: indli- 
nations different, apt to lye crols to, 
and to fall foul upon one another. 
16. 51.26. T be wicked, lays the Prophet, are like 
the troubled Sea when it cannot reſt , 
whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt. 
In vain is it to expedt calmneſs and 
ſerenity, where the Waves are con- 
tinually toſſed with violent Storms ; 
 andas vain to look for joy and tranqui- 
lity.in that Man's ſoul, that is diſtract 
ed with the rage of unruly. and <x- 


travagant 


(15) 
| peavagtink affections, which at once 
bid defiance to the Laws of Heaven, 
and to the reaſons of his own mind. 
Nay, could we: ſuppoſe, that God 
ſhould pardon a bad Man, and {till 
| leave him under the Power and Do- 2 

minion- of his Luſts-, this would! not - =_ 
calm and pacific his Conſcience; -eVe- YI 
ry irregular appetite would be a Ne: 


meſrs , -a Fury to purſue him ,” and 
would diſturb him - in his moſt loſt 
T and retired hours. Nothing but Re- 
ligion, and the mighty aſliſtance 'of 
Divine Grace, which is never want- 

ing to Men's: ' ſincere endeavours , is 

> able to. allay theſe! ſtorms, to con 
«|- troul our paſſions, to curb and ' mor- 
our corrupt. inclinations.” : For | 
Rebihon: circulates through all our 
Powers, diſpoſes every faculty to a 
in its due place and order, and de 


VL __ -- 


\% 


We 4 <8 


(16) 
 rermines every affedion- to its pecu- 
lar Obje&, which [maſt needs pro- 
duce an ineſtimable contentment. and 
delight; as. then the - Harmony” will - 
= pleafant:, when.every. ſtring gives - 
: in its: Proper ſound.  Befides the ve- + 

' miiftermg:of oar vices; yields mat- 
cer of, Joya d Triumph; torrithough: 
to contend with vicious. habits, and- 
radicated/\inclinatjons ,”/ be! as: difficule 
and ingrateful 'tagk,' yet this difficul- 
ry. is: chiefly! in our firſt:entrance up- 
on a-rdigious- courſe ;.. the Ice .ONCe 
broken;, "every temptation. We. ri 
every Vigory-we obtain, will add 2 
new pkaſure and \(atsfation to the 
mind ,”'as no» work more delighttnl -. 
to:4 Gonquerqur ,: \-than-+to'-purſue 
Aa - TT LINE that | flies TEE 


4 
$>, 


£ 


POS 
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3. A Pious and Religions Like, 
ſecures to: a Man the peculiar care: 
and protetion of the Divine Pro- 
vidence , than which there cannot 
be. a ſtronger luppart , and comfort 


Man. For. what greater pleaſure. can 


there be , than to. be allured, chat 
whatever .his cucumſtances may-be.if 
the: VV arld z yet all his- concarns: are 
lodged in the hands of wunerring wile 
dom, - and-infanite. powet, which cau 


and will -fuccaed:andi prafperithent, 


to a happy event/and iſſue; to.know 


that. in all ſtrezghts and. difficultics he 


is: under. the; immediate, guard and 
ſuperintendeney of Heaven, and that 


| God ſtands by; him,: and takes care 


of him : That ſame omnipotent Arm, 
that brought the Wotld:out| of nos 


ching, and keeps it from\ periſhing by | 
C = 


2 


4H 
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the ſame power by which he made 


it, is much more able to. relieve aud 


reſcue him in the. greateſt dangers. 


Plalm.27.1 T he Lord is my light and my ſabvati- 
on, lays David , Whom fbalt I fear ? 
the Lord' i the ſtrength of my Life, 


of whom ſhall I be afraid ? Though 


234 1 walk through the Valley of the ſha- 


dow of. death; yet will I fear no evil, 


for-thou-art with me." A Pious Man , 


that is heartily devoted to God's ſer- 
vice, can chearfully truſt God for 
his daily Bread; and is not anxioul: 
ly concerned ,” if ſupplies come net 
in., juſt when he expeds or wants 


them ; he believes that that Almighty 


goodneſs , which provides for. the 
meaneft Creatures, and daily ſpreads 
a Table for the whok Creation , will 
much' leſs negle&t his own Children. 


' Thus the Prophet argued when ar his 


low- 
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(19) — . 4 
loweſt ebb ; Altbo' the Figtree ſball not 
bloſſom, neither Fruit be in the Vines, li 
though the labour of the Olive fball 
fail, and the Fields yield no Meat , 
the Flocks be cut. off from the Fold, 

-|- and there be no- Herd in the Stalls, 

h that is, though there: ſhould be an u- 
niverſal. failing of all the ordinary ſup- 

ports of humane life, Tet will I re- 

Joyce in the Lord, 1 will joy in the 

God of my Sakvation. It is well for 

the World in general , that God 

Rules it ; and takes care of it, The 

Lord retgns, let the Earth rejoyce. Pflms7.r. 
Let the multitude of the Ifles be glad 
thereof. Iflands, that are cut off 

from the help and ſecurity of the +» 

. Continent, and naturally ſeem moſt 
expoſed to danger, yet even theſe 

are ſafe under the Divine care and 
Government. But above all, good 


00 © 
© Men have reaſon to rejoyce, becauſe 
God being their Father, whatever he 
does for. others , he will be: ſure to 
order the adminiſtrations of .his pro- 
vidence for their comfort a bapph 
nels. 
4. Religion refreſhes th mind of 
a good Man with a joyful aſſurance 
of the glory and blefſednels of the. o- 
ther World. _ He that | goes av by a 
patient continuance .iu well doing, al. 
{ures himſelf fromthe ſuſtice. and un- 
changeableneſs of the Divine Promilt; 
that however he fares at preſerit ,\ it 
ſhall be well- with him at. la&, and 
he ſhall be happy for -ever ; "That 
there a reft 474 remains, a ſtate of 
incomparable Glory red for them 
: that a and chew Git And the 
_ expeQations of 'This daily ſpring in 
| upon bs mind with fralh pleatures 


and 


Fad 


| (2r) 


and fatisfaQtions 5 and he cannot but © 
rejoyce to think, that he ſhall ſhort- | 
ly arrive at that place, where he _ 


ſhall þe. as happy, as all . the glory 


and blefſedneſs of that ſtate can make - 


him : And mdeed. were -it not. for 


the pre-apprehenſions of. thele future 
rewards, - Vertue however lovely and - 
amiable in ir felf, would be thought 

but cold comfort , and be. able to 
bring over but. few Profeltes and © 
Followers; If in this life only we bad : Cor.xv 


hope 1 Chriſt y we: were. of. all Men 


moſt miſerable. But there ate: Joys 
uuſpeakable , and. fall | of glory; ready 
to Crown the Piety of a good Man - 

in the other World, and which will 
infinitely compenfato- all the difficul- 
ries of his. prefent ſervices and ſuffe> 
\xings., which: mult - needs make him 
i: up. hs' Head with Joy and «Tr 


umph, 


III 


more gladneſs into. the Heart., than 


(22) 


umph, and take pleaſure even. under 
infirmities - and diſtrefſes. For ths 


2 Cor. rv. cauſe , lays St. Paul , Ve faint not , 
16,17,18. 


but though our outward . Man periſh , 


yet the inward Man # renewed day 


by day; for our light affiiFion which 


& but for a moment, worketh for us a 


ar. more exceeding and eternal .peight 
of glory : While we look not at the 
things which are ſeen, but at the 
things which are not ſeen :, For the 


. things which are feen are temporal, 
| Þut the things which are not ſeen are 
eternal. And fo I proceed to the 


laſt things I propounded to conſt- 


der, vis. 


Rf 'The Excell ency of the pkafires of 


Religion, above all the delights and 
pleaſures of this World , they Put 


when 


Fo > ain 

when the Corn and the Wine increa- | 7 
ſes. And the great advantages of A 
the one above the other , will appear 4 
from theſe following particulars. 

1. "The delights of this World 
are groſs and corporeal , and affe& 
only the external ſenſes, and are the 
pleaſures of the Brute, rather than 
of the -Man. For any one to drown 
himſelf in ſenſual enjoyments , is in 
effe& to degrade himſelf from the ho- 
nour of humane nature, and to place 
his happineſs in thoſe things ,  where-_ 
in the Beaſts have a better ſhare than 
we. The Joys and ſweetneſſes of Re- 
ligion reſide in. the moſt noble-and 
excellent part of Man, and that 
which alone is. capable of true real 
paitue , they come neareſt to the. 


i 


appineſs of Heaven , and the Joys 

- SED mp, E. Ra DD, 

of God. himſelf, To be in Heaven 
6s eh s 5 Ae ES 
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not to be rich or honourable, or to 


ſwim m plenty, or to feaſt our ſenſes 


with- groſs delights, no, the- Joys of 
that ſtate are chaſt and rational, fuch 
as. ariſe from the conſcience of our 
innocency, and the ſenſe of our hap- 
pineſs, our being for eyer in the pre- 
ſence of God, and the company of 
pure and holy Souls. What s it 
that makes Heaven a happy place. to 
good Men , but that they are un- 
weariedly and uninterruptedly im- 
ployed in the Miniſteries of praiſe and 
admiration, always ating jn fybſer- 


viency to the Will. and Pleaſure 'of 


their Maker ? wherein confiſts the 


bleſſedneſs of God himſelf, but only 


- 


in a happy contemplation of his awn 


infigee g, and a xeflexion upon. 
of his incomparible arg 
ell210n,, as 


the exerciſe 
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it is the imitation of the Divine per- 
fections , ſo the comforts of it are a 
kind -of participation of God's own 
delights , they put us as it were into 
Heaven before hand, and ſhew us 
what our entertainment muſt be, when 
we come there. 

_ -2. The Pleaſures of Religion ate 
more folid and ſatisfying , than any 
thing this World can afford : They 
fill our appetites, and fix our 'de- 
fires ,- and ſettle the Soul upon the 
right baſis and temper ; as in nature, 
every thing 1s at caſe and reſt ,, when 
lodged in its proper center. All earth- 
ly delights are ſtrangely unſuitable: to 
the nature of our Spirits, : our deſites 
fly beyond the-regions of fence, and 
graſp: at ſomething more than this 
lower World can prefent: them with: 
No vicious Man could ever ſay he . 
D 2 had 
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Habac.2.s had enough , Fle enlarges bis deſires 


as Hell, as the Prophets Phraſe is, 
and his cravings are as inſatiable as 
death it ſelf. - He is rackd between 
his own inclinations , and rowls from 
one enjoyment to another , ' till: the 
very objet of his pleaſure becomes 
the inſtrument of his 'torment, For 
not finding fatisfaftion' in this. thing , 


he: turns to that, and ſo: runs the. 


round, and after all is never the near- 
er than he was before ; he has either 
too little or too much, and like Am- 
non,” is either fick for what he has not, 
or ſurfeited of what he has. If reſi- 
ding on any one particular. ſcene of 
pleaſure, though it. be that which he 
has moſt a mindito, he quickly grows 
weary, and-it becomes to him a bon- 
dage and a burden.. Ir is Religion 
_ only that can bound and” terminate 

| our 
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\ (#) 
our defires, and fix the iSoub-im a 
hearty Union to the will of God, and 
in the enjoyment of him who is. the 
chiefeſt good. - Nor do the. repeated 
ads of it ever cloy or weary us, they | 

wet our appetites, but do not nau- 
cow them:;; | becauſe freſh: delights 
are continually ſpringing-up, as they 
needs muſt do , where the Objeds 
we feed upon are infinite) and ineX- 
hauſted, For, 

3 Religious Pleaſures are more. 
large and comprehenſive , they take 
in a vaſter-compals, the- delights both: 
of this and of the other World. 
How exquiſitely pleaſant muſt it 
needs-be to; a wiſe Man, to-let looſe: 
his medications through the ſeveral 
circles of Divine contemplation, to *' 
entertain himſelf with the chdughts of. 
God, the beſt and:moſt happy Being; 


to 


to conſider the glories: of his nature ; 

the Wiſdom and Harmony of his 
Creation, the wonders of his Provi- 
dence , the: treaſures of his mer 7, 
and the unfathomable deſigns of his 
love and goodnels, in: the' great work 
of our redemption: 'Things which 
cannot bur excite his wonder, and ra- 
viſh his affections. And if only in- 
telleftuab pleaſures, which-axe bur the 
exerciſe of one faculty, have ſo wide- 
a Sphear to move. in, what is there, 
when every faculty is ; employ ed. upon. 
its proper objea-?-:In che beſt en- 
Joyments upon Earth, we' are Toon 
at the end: of the Line the ſenſes 
2re (limited: to':this and: rother obs 
je, and if that fails, their comforts 
| are preſently at an end, Bar fpiri- 
tual delights are anconfined, and: ex- 
tend themſelves equal to the deſi Ires, 
the 
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— (29) | "'Y 
the needs , and capacities of the 3 
Soul. 7 | - 
4. The Pleaſures of Religion; 


$ have infinitely the advantage of all 
[: others in point of duration and con- 
> | tinuance ,- they abide with us, when 


all other comforts 'fly, or are rifled 
away from us. The delights of lenfe, 
1 as all other -things in this World, 
| are in their own nature fadirig -and 
_ _ rranfient, and periſh with the uſing, 
& ob like the crackling of T horns under a 
4 Pot, that make a flaſh and a blaze 
for a while, and' then ſuddenly die 
away. Beſides, they are expoled to 
a thouſand -cafualties, that unavoid- 
ably break in upon us. 'BelſhagFer 
was- Arreſted in the midſt of all 'his 
Jollity , and the Frinmphs of his 
from Heaven, - meeting with the "_ 
Dil. of 
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_ _.,-.. 
of a guilty : Conſcience , turn'd him | 
into horror and trembling, and then 
all his light Airy Mirth vaniſhed and 
diſappeared, . It is the peculiar . ex- 
cellency of Religion , that the com- | 
forts of . it are out of. the reach of , | 
all foreign and external accidents , | 
and cannot be raviſhed from us. He 
that-. is - the happieſt Man in this 
World, is not_ able to; ſecure . his 
own felicity, becauſe. not able to de- 
fend it , from the rapine and malice = 
of bad Men : who can be_ too hard ; 
for him, and ſtrip him of his . Eſtate 
or Reputation, when they have.a . 
mind to it. But what can break the 
eaſe.of a good Man? what violence 
can force the guards of Conſcience ? 
or diſturb that compoſure that is with- 
in-;our own. Breaſts. Death. it. ſelf 
does not take it away, , but improve 
| / and 


— 4 = 


and perfe& it : And when the Joy 
of a wicked Man ſhall Periſh like the 
Spiders Web , and bis hope be as the 
giving up of the Ghoſt : Then will the 
Pleaſures of a good Confeience ac- 
company us into the other World ; 


Mark the Perfe&, and behold the Up-Pil. 37.37 


right for the end of that Man i 
Peace. © | 

Thus we fee, That tbe ways of 
wiſdom, are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
how much the delights of a vertu- 
ous and a good Man tranſcend all 
other whatſoever. A confideration 
that ought mightily to- endear Rehi- 
ion to us ; we naturally thirſt after 
leaſure , and tis no where ſubſtan- 
tially to be found, but im the contſe 
of a Holy Life. All fin'tis reſtleſs 
and tormenting , and fooner or later 
will make us troubleſome and uncaſie 
, 'E- to 


(32). 

to our ſelves: 'Tis ſome time before 
a bad Man can wholly debauch his 
Reaſon and his Conſcience, and 
till he can, that will create him 
ſome trouble and difficulty , it be- 
ing impoſſible a Man ſhould fin with 
any tolerable: eaſe or comfort , while 
Reaſon does remonſtrate, and. Conlci- 
ence make head within. And when he 
has in a-manner conquer'd all remorſe, 
and ſtupiticd the ſenſe of. good and &. 
vil, he has no ſecurity that it will con- 
tinue, but that upon every. little affli- 

Qion or petty accident conſcience will 
awaken into.rage and horror, and that 
will bea torment infinitely beyond what 
the moſt witty cruelty of Man could 
eyes find out, ..it being. in, the Phraſe of 
 theiexccellent H ierocles to anticipate re 
ty &Fov_x0asnge, the torments which 
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ag.on the other hand to perſevere in 
courlſz of a ſerious and regular pie- 
ty, is to enter upon the Joys of Hea- 
ven, even in this Lite; Joys which no 
misfortune is able to impair: "Tis nor 
all the World can make me miſerable, 
if I be careful to preſcrve my innocency, 
and inte rity. 'Tho' I cannot lay (lays 
Phaarch) that while I live, this or that Lib. de A- 
calamity ſhall not betall me, yet this [5% — 0 
can ſay, that while I live; I will never * 
do this or that, I will not lis .ordeceive, 
or craftily over-reach and betray my 
neighbour : .For theſe and ſuch like, 
are things that are in every Man's pow- 
er, - * uEya Teo £.9vHIAY TA, and 
& oreatly conduee to the peace and 
tranquillity of our Minds. . 

The ſum is this, 2be work of righte- x6; 41.17, 
ouſneſs is peace, and the effef? of righte- 
ou i quietneſs and- —— for-e-- 
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